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Thierry Breton

Commissioner Internal Market
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We are living through extraordinary times. Since the emergence of the coronavirus pandemic, we have had to adapt our working practices to safeguard our operations and ensure that access to data and the provision of services offered under the EU Space Programme will continue without interruption.

Be sure that our commitment to deliver world-class space services remains intact. We are also ready to mobilise our space services in the fight to mitigate the impact of this epidemic and to support Europe during this difficult time.








  

    
  


  
  

  
  



  


  
  
  

      
      EU Space and the Coronavirus

With its 30+satellites, the EU Space Programme, notably through its Earth Observation component, Copernicus, and its satellite navigation system, Galileo, offers free and open data/information that can help us monitor and potentially mitigate against the impact of the coronavirus outbreak. You will find below a list of select actions that showcase how the EU Space Programme is lending a hand.



    
  
  
  

  


  
    
      RACE: a new tool using EU space data to accompany a green and sustainable recovery plan
    


  
    
            European Commission - ESA Press Conference on the RACE initiative 

During the coronavirus pandemic, space activities have a role stronger than one might expect. The Copernicus programme has been fully mobilised from day one of this crisis, committed to help citizens and public authorities in the Member States during these difficult times. 

 


      


    
    
      
      Resources:
    

                      
            Developed in collaboration with the European Space Agency (ESA) the ‘Rapid Action Coronavirus Earth observation’ tool – also known as RACE - was unveiled on the 5th of June during an online press conference. The dashboard uses Earth observation satellite data to measure the impact of the coronavirus lockdown and monitor post-lockdown recovery, local, regional and global scale. The tool notably monitors key environmental parameters – such as air and water quality changes, economic and human activities including industry, shipping, construction, traffic, as well as agricultural productivity. To do so, the dashboard combines observations from the Copernicus Sentinels satellites, owned by the EU, with new digital tools, such as artificial intelligence and data analytics. 

Commissioner for internal market Thierry Breton commented “The RACE tool is truly a demonstration of European resilience, even in darkest of times, Europeans always find solutions for the most difficult situations”.  He added, “I welcome this collaboration with ESA. The RACE dashboard is a unique and remarkable tool that will not only help us during the coronavirus pandemic but it will also be proven useful in many areas given the versatility of its functionalities, including to reach our green objectives.

The RACE tool can be accessed here: https://race.esa.int/

More information on the role of the EU Space Programme in the recovery period:

HOW #EUSP∆CE DATA AND SERVICES WILL BOOST ECONOMIC GROWTH AFTER CORONAVIRUS

 


      
                        RACE tool access

                    European Commission - ESA Press Conference on the RACE initiative
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      Copernicus monitors the impact of traffic congestion at border crossings between EU Member States
    


  
    
            Earth observation data from Copernicus has been used to better understand the impact of traffic congestion at borders between EU Member States. Copernicus contributed to helping national authorities make informed decisions on how to ease congestion caused by measures previously taken to help reduce the spread of the virus.


      


    
    
      
      Resources:
    

                      
            
      
    
    
    

      

  

  




      
            
  
  
              
[image: EC logo]



      



      
  

  

              [image: Copernicus - Traffic jam within EU borders]



      


  





  
    
      Galileo based applications supporting authorities and citizens against covid-19
    


  
    
             The European Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency (GSA) is developing the "Galileo for Green Lane" app, which aims to:

	Monitor and facilitate the freight traffic at Green Lane border crossings and enable the efficient transit of critical goods;
	Create an interface between border authorities and drivers, feeding content into real time maps;
	Pilot a project with selected Green Lane borders in central Europe.


We also offer a navigation satellite systems apps repository to help authorities and citizens to better understand what resources are currently available on the market and what needs remain unmet. 


      


    
    
      
      Contact:
    

                  	
    		        		GSA market
                	

    
    
      
      Resources:
    

                      
                        GNSS4Crisis

            
    
    
    

      

  

  




      
            
  
  
              
[image: GSA logo]



      



      
  

  

              [image: Green lanes]



      


  





  
    
      Space Data to mitigate EU Common Agricultural Activity disruptions
    


  
    
            The EU SPACE Programme makes available cloud-based processing solutions provided by the Copernicus Data and Information Access Services (DIAS), and the Farm Sustainability Platform to help mitigate disruptions caused by the Coronavirus.


      


    
    
      
      Resources:
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      "Day-To-Day:" a podcast series about Copernicus Earth observation data
    


  
    
            This podcast by EUMETSAT, discusses how Earth observation data gathered by Copernicus satellites benefit our daily lives.


In each episode, host Mark Higgins is joined by different experts who help us understand how satellite data can monitor the human impact on Earth.

Click on one of the following links on the platform of your choice to access the podcast: 

	AUDIOBOOM
	IHEART
	LISTEN NOTES
	PODCHASER
	RADIOPUBLIC
	GOOGLE



      


    
    
      
      Contact:
    

                  	
    		        		EUMETSAT press
                	

    
    
      
      Resources:
    

                      
                        EUMETSAT website

                    EUMETSAT about COPERNICUS

                    COPERNICUS ATMOSPHERE services website
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      EU space systems doing their bit to offset the impact of the coronavirus.
    


  
    
            The EU's Earth Observation system Copernicus and its satellite navigation system, Galileo, are doing their bit in the fight against the coronavirus. Hear what Timo Pesonen - Director-General of the European Commission service in charge of the EU SPACE Programme - has to say:


      


    
    
      
      Resources:
    

                      
                        Euronews - Europe deploys space tech to manage COVID-19 impact
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click here to see more actions,
 solutions and resources from the commission 
 and public and private space sectors






What you can do to help

We all have a role to play in overcoming this coronavirus pandemic. It starts by abiding by the guidelines issued by the authorities in your locality. This is fundamental. 


At the same time, we are coordinating with the broader EU space community to leverage our combined expertise and creativity to come up with innovative ways that space data and services could help offset the impact of the coronavirus in our daily lives. 


If you have an innovative idea on how space data and services can further help our efforts, please feel free to contact us at eu-space@ec.europa.eu. You may also consider participating in the following activities:
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See also


European Commission action and response to Coronavirus
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   In collaboration with:
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            Copernicus

Copernicus is the Earth Observation component of the European Union’s space programme, looking at our planet and its environment for the benefit of Europe’s citizens.
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